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to withdraw from the Bjlrkl agreement, William 11 was obliged to
recognize that a grouping which had existed for fifteen years cannot
be changed in a moment, Count Oaten-Sacken had informed me at
the Tsar's express desire, and on behalf of Count Lamlwlorff, that
both not only had complete confidence in me, but that it was the
sincere wish of the Tsar and the St, Petersburg Cabinet to continue
as before the peaceful, neighbourly, and steady relation which had
existed for the past hundred and fifty years between Russia and
Prussian-Germany, Kaiser William, with my co-operation, which,
under one pretext or another, he had managed to evade for some
time when writing letters to the Tsar, sent him a dignified communi-
cation in December 1905, in which he told the Russian ruler that it
was not his intention to force a solution upon him which Russia
regarded as undesirable, He added:" Under all circumstances we
shall remain faithful and loyal friehds,"
The first serious test to which for the welfare of the Empire I
had to submit my personal relations to William II had passed off
satisfactorily, with reasons of state prevailing over other sentiments,
Whether our relations could sustain a second such trial appeared to
me even then doubtful The year 1508 confirmed my supposition,